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NOTICE OF ASSIGNMENT TO DEPARTMENT 16 FOR CASE MANAGEMENT DETERMINATION

THIS FORM, A COPY OF THE NOTICE TO DEFENDANTS, THE ADR INFORMATION SHEET, AND A BLANK CASE
MANAGEMENT STATEMENT ARE TO BE SERVED UPON ALL OPPOSING PARTIES, ALL PARTIES SERVED WITH
SUMMONS AND COMPLAINT/CROSS-COMPLAINT.

1. THIS MATTER HAS BEEN ASSIGNED TO Department 16, Judge BENJAMIN T REYES, Il PRESIDING, FOR ALL
PURPOSES; DEPARTMENT 16 iS DESIGNATED AS THE COMPLEX LITIGATION DEPARTMENT OF THE COURT AND
AS SUCH (a) HEARS ALL CASES WHEREIN A DESIGNATION OF COMPLEX CASE HAS BEEN MADE AND {b)
CONDUCTS HEARINGS, IN CASES THAT THIS COURT DETERMINES, ON A PRELIMINARY BASIS MAY BE COMPLEX,
TO DETERMINE WHETHER THE CASE SHOULD REMAIN IN THE COMPLEX LITIGATION PROGRAM.

2, ALL COUNSEL ARE REQUIRED TO APPEAR IN DEPARTMENT 16 ON AT 8:30 AM
a) IF THE CASE HAS BEEN DESIGNATED AS COMPLEX, AND NO COUNTER DESIGNATION HAS BEEN FILED, THE

COURT WILL HOLD ITS FIRST CASE MANAGEMENT CONFERENCE AT THAT TIME.

b) IF THE CASE HAS BEEN ASSIGNED TO DEPARTMENT 16 ON A PRELIMINARY BASIS THE COURT WILL HOLD A
HEARING TO DETERMINE IF THE MATTER IS, OR IS NOT, COMPLEX. IF THE MATTER IS DETERMINED TO BE
COMPLEX, THE COURT WILL THEN PROCEED WITH THE FIRST CASE MANAGEMENT CONFERENCE.

3. EACH PARTY SHALL FILE AND SERVE A CASE MANAGEMENT CONFERENCE STATEMENT FIVE (5) DAYS BEFORE
THIS HEARING AND BE PREPARED TO PARTICIPATE EFFECTIVELY IN THE CONFERENCE, INCLUDING BEING
THOROUGHLY FAMILIAR WITH THE CASE AND ABLE TO DISCUSS THE SUITABILITY OF THE CASE FOR PRIVATE
MEDIATION, ARBITRATION OR THE USE OF A SPECIAL MASTER OR REFEREE.

4. PRIOR TO THE CONFERENCE COUNSEL FOR PLAINTIFF SHALL MEET AND CONFER WITH COUNSEL FOR EACH
OTHER PARTY IN AN EFFORT TO PRECISELY DEFINE THE ISSUES IN THE CASE, DISCUSS THE POSSIBILITY OF
EARLY MEDIATION, THE IDENTITIES OF POSSIBLE OTHER PARTIES, AND THEIR RESPECTIVE PLANS FOR
DISCOVERY.

5. UNTIL THE TIME OF THE CONFERENCE THE FOLLOWING INTERIM ORDERS SHALL BE IN EFFECT:

a) PLAINTIFF SHALL DILIGENTLY PROCEED IN LOCATING AND SERVING EACH AND EVERY DEFENDANT. IT IS THE
COURT'S INTENTION THAT EACH PARTY BE SERVED IN SUFFICIENT TIME TO HAVE ENTERED AN APPEARANCE
WITHIN THE TIME ALLOWED BY LAW AND TO ATTEND THE FIRST CONFERENCE.

b) ALL DISCOVERY SHALL BE STAYED EXCEPTING AS ALL PARTIES TO THE ACTION MIGHT OTHERWISE
STIPULATE OR THE COURT OTHERWISE ORDER.

¢} NO PARTY SHALL DESTROY ANY WRITING OR OTHER EVIDENCE IN ITS POSSESSION OR UNDER ITS CONTROL
WHICH BEARS IN ANY WAY UPON THE MATTERS WHICH ARE THE SUBJECT OF THIS LITIGATION,

d) WITHIN THE TIME FOR ANY PARTY TO FILE AN ANSWER OR DEMURRER SUCH PARTY MAY ALTERNATIVELY
FILE A NOTICE OF GENERAL APPEARANCE. IN SUCH EVENT THE TIME FOR FILING OF AN ANSWER OR
DEMURRER SHALL BE EXTENDED TO TWENTY (20} DAYS FOLLOWING THE FIRST CONFERENCE UNLESS THE
COURT SHALL, AT THAT TIME, SET A DIFFERENT SCHEDULE.

e) COUNSEL FOR EACH PARTY SHALL DO A CONFLICT CHECK TO DETERMINE WHETHER SUCH COUNSEL MIGHT
HAVE A POSSIBLE CONFLICT OF INTEREST AS TO ANY PRESENT OR CONTEMPLATED FUTURE PARTY.

‘BY ORDER OF THE COURT




